TOPIK 11 LEVEL 5

-2}

| did my best, but -

Claims a genuine effort and then admits it fell short. Easily confused with -=2t22, which is a different
ending entirely.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Action verb -2t St — Ste2tn

Endsin 2 2 drops OFSCH - et

Subject first person your own effort

Second clause a shortfall ZaHAE 2| 4Tt

Never takes tense plain stem only -2t — different construction
Different ending gtz | Y5t X U0

WHEN TO USE IT

Attach -'=2t1! to an action verb stem — no vowel rule, 2 drops before it, no tense in front.

The subject is normally first person. You are reporting your own effort: sti=2tal =06 220t A E2| 94CH—| did
what | could, but the result is poor.

The second clause must record a shortfall. That is the whole point: the effort was real, the outcome
disappointing.

The frame -'=2t3! 3t Z40] is common, and the phrase st=2t2 StC} is close to a set expression.

IN USE

1 oteet =0 2ot S| s LT

| did what | could, but the result is nothing special.
2 ZH[St-etn A2t £=5 HO| HUCE,

| prepared as best | could, yet there were many shortcomings.
3 et LA 20| 25| |Esirt = ACH

| stepped in meaning to help, and only got in the way.
4 MLt 2 30[ 0] 2YYLC,

| wrote it as carefully as | could, and this is what came out.
5 21 PtEl-efh O AT A[ZHO| 2R}t

| laboured to make it myself, but there was not enough time.
6 Op7|c2tll OlZi=dlE A8 = W3t

We scrimped as much as we could, and money was always tight.
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COMPARED WITH

-2t

The pair to keep straight. -=2t22 says your activity used up the time and something else failed. -'=2t1! says you
tried your best and the outcome disappointed.

stz 2 2012, (busy working) / ote2t Si=d| 2=5ICt. (tried, fell short)

-1 & points out a gap between action and behaviour, often critically. -'=2t1 is self-deprecating about one's own
effort.

Q1 gk ok 3HCE (knew and said nothing) / st=2k1l 3HR|2F 2RI2ECEH (tried but fell short)
LIEC=
The everyday way to say the same thing. LIFSCHZ 3i=0| defends an effort without the archaic ending.

LIS =t 502, (speech) / dfi=2til SYA|T F=3Y4E (writing)

WATCH OUT

x

x

x

Usteetn 20 = U012,

Ustctl 20| 2 2U0L.

To say an activity took up your time, the ending is -=2t1. -.=2}22 claims an effort that fell short.
Steetl SHEY A2t 2 3UCt

Steetll = 220t AlSR| 0t

The second clause has to record a shortfall. A good outcome removes the ending's reason for existing.

The subject is normally the speaker. Applied to someone else it reads oddly, since you cannot vouch for their
effort from inside.
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