Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

OfZ! vs 0|0O] vs M

not yet / still - already (a fact) - already (sooner than expected)

English gets by with “yet”, “still” and “already”. Korean splits “already” in two: 0]0] states a fact, 8™ adds the speaker’s surprise

that it happened so soon.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning

O}%l not yet / still — the expected change hasn’t happened
o[oj already — completed before a pointin time

HM already — earlier or faster than expected

B How they differ

1. O}=! vs M — opposite answers to the same question. To & H
40{2?, you answer O1E ¢t HRI0|R (not yet) or HM HA K (I
already ate). With a past-tense verb, O}%! almost always needs ¢t or
2. With an ongoing or present state it means “still”: O}X xt11 10{ K,
O] o,

2. 0]0] vs '¥M — two kinds of “already”. 0|0] reports that
something was finished before a reference point, with no emotion:
7|kt ol o] I EELICE (so it’s too late). B M carries the feeling “so
soon?”: 7|x}7t HM [5t0{R?. Because of that feeling, HM is the
natural choice for exclamations and questions.

3. Only ¥ works for the near future. When a guest gets up to
leave: 'HM 7tR? O/ 0]0] 7tR? x. 00| describes something already
completed, so it can’t react to what is about to happen.

4. Formal writing prefers 0]0]. Fixed expressions like 00| 2t2{Z! u}
o} 20| (as is already known) or O]0] ZEE2I CHE (as | already
mentioned) never take &M,

M One step further

OFZl&= adds impatience or surprise that something is still the
case: OFE| &= QF BLt0{R7? M often pairs with a length of time to
say “time flies”: St=30i| 2 X| EM 3440| oL,

M Practice

o whe
=y

.fe2loto|7t__ M
Answers: 1 A - 2 0[0] - 30LE] - 4 OFZ] - 5HM

Nuance Typical pattern

neutral (OF%|= = impatient) OFZ| ot -f/H0iR
OFZl -1 loje

neutral, objective; often “too late”  0|0] -Q4/AHL
0|0] ALt

surprise Hi -4/A0R?
M ~old| 2

W Examples

Otz RIS = oig.

| haven’t been able to do my homework yet.
S¥2 oz xpu Ao,

My younger brother is still sleeping.

M 720U,

It’s autumn already!

=0l 2 x| EM 10| o,

It’s already been a year since | came to Korea.
gl2f= o|o] AlZHAELICE.

The meeting has already started.

JAojo] ¢u A= HE0| oK.

That’s something | already know.

© © 6 06 0 0

B Which one fits?

Sentence ofzl ojo] M
___D2ANGIR7 AIZE H 2 L. X A ©
7|1kh= ___ HRELICH TS 7IXHE 0| 85tM|R. X ©) O
__7tR? E O AUCHIHMR. X X @)
HaM e ERoIR? © X X
22Tl Hiet Z o] X ©) X

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
B Watch out

X OFZ HAo{ K.

O oz} et Hlolg.

With a past-tense verb, Ot%l means “not yet”, so it needs ¢t or =.
X (to a guest leaving) 0[0| 727

O'8M 7182

Surprise that something is happening early is M. 0|0] only reports
completed facts.

X H LT Hiet 20|
O olo] 2 Z Hiet 20|
Formal fixed expressions use 0|0].
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