Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

2T} vs THEECE vs O|sH ST}

to know - to realize - to understand

2T} is having information, O8listCk is grasping how or why something makes sense, and THECt is the moment something clicks
inside you. English “l understand” and “I realize” don’t map one-to-one.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
&t to know; to find out
“Gotit”
IHECH to realize; to become
aware feeling but common.
o|sHstCt to understand; to

comprehend

B How they differ

1. ¢rtis knowing — and its negative is 22C}, HM3PHSE oL (|
know the number). To say you don’t know, use 22t O / ¢t 2ot
x. 2Lt also covers finding out: Eof| 2kM 22A%0{L2 (I found out when |
got home).

2. “lunderstand” as a reply is 270, not O|sls 2. When
someone gives you information or an instruction, answer 4|, &
LICt O / ul, olsHEtLICt A\, Save O|8H3LICt for grasping content or
reasons: MHZ 0|s}zH0{K (I understood the explanation), 3 At O}
22 o|slisiL (I understand how he feels).

3. MHELCt is an inner realization, not new information. 222 2| A}
S TEAXOIR (I realized how much my parents love me) O. But
learning a fact from the news is Ct: H|7} 2CH= A °a"2£°19 O/ HI7t
2CH= Z L R0l x. English “realize” is often just Ct.

4. When 2L} and THEECH overlap. Noticing something you’d missed
can take either: 242 ot 712 A AU / IHE AR are both fine.
THEECH sounds a bit weightier; in casual speech 2Lt is more
common.

M One step further

“Came to know” is often 2| £|Ct — see -A| EIC}. For “please be
understanding”, O|3{{SICt pairs with -0t/0] FMIK.
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Answers: AMELICE - 5 0[sHsH

Facts, people, how to do things. Negative is 2L}, S &L|CH=
An inner insight, often after experience or reflection. Written-

Content, reasons, feelings. Also “be understanding” (O[slisll FM2).

Typical pattern
NS/E Lt

-=X Lot/ 2AELCH
NE/E THECt

-Cte A S iR
NZ/E olslistct
o[sHis =Ml

W Examples

© xi= 1M oS HRE ¥ Fofe.
I’ve known that person well since | was little.
© #l 4HS ofsolR?
Did you understand my explanation?
EX} &0t EL|7p 22 EH 0] HofLt D MsHA=X] THE k0L,

Living on my own made me realize how hard my parents had
worked.

St=R0|E U RHA| Bt 2315 O & olslistA| &Hoig.
Learning Korean helped me understand Korean culture better.
Holl kMoF XIS T 2 H LAoig.

I only noticed I'd left my wallet behind after | got home.

0 44 g0l S23 Z HLY0IR.

Thanks to that mistake, | realized something important.

Q@GQ

B Which one fits?

Sentence ch i olsl
Cf  sict
SA I A M ? © X X
AZS Y0 LMoF AZ 0| HopLt AFSHK| __ O ©) A
H om0l dHe=2=0| gAED__ £3l0l. A X O
gofl LietMof RMS At It2 H © O X
A LHE 2 AKX M. B: W, __ © X AN

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
H Watch out

X Mz A O|E2 ¢ 2ote.

OXMe I M2 0|ES 22,

The negative of ¥Ctis the separate verb 2 2L}, not 9 L}
X A: LI 9AITIR] M2, B: U, O|8H3H K.

OA: Y 9AI7HX] 2MIR. B: L], 2Z0i Q.

To acknowledge an instruction (“Got it / | understand”), Korean says &
7018, not Olssia.

X A2 B0 L H|7F 20h= ASE
O FAE BT LY HI7L 2Ch= AE

F
Simply getting information is &Ct; THECt is for an inner realization, not
news you hear.
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