Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

Hi ys 24t ys 2

just now - just now / right away, quickly - soon, shortly

The key is the direction of time: & looks back (just now), 2 looks ahead (soon), and 2% can go either way, with an added sense

of “quickly”.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
wa just now, a moment ago
=Y right away, in no time;

also just now

Nk

soon, shortly
phrase 2 U2 H.

B How they differ

1. Which way does time point? 3 t0{£ (1 just arrived) looks
back. 2 28 (he’s coming soon) looks ahead. 2% does both: 2% £
0182 (I just got here) and 2% ZAR (I'll be there right away). So: 2
2012 X for “just came”, WZ ZAR x for “coming soon”.

2. 2% = quickly; 2 = soon. 2% is about how fast something
happens: 2l 2 2% H2{YX L (white clothes get dirty so fast) O /
=2 2™ A. 2 simply says the time until an event is short: 2 A
20|08 (winter is coming soon).

3. Fixed phrases. Each word has its own set phrase: &a& H(dll) (a
moment ago), W0|2tE (any minute now), & Y2H (before long).
They don’t swap: 2% & A, WZ0[2tE x.

4, Register. 2 is conversational. 2 sounds neutral and is the
natural choice in formal announcements: 2 2§82 &LICH (we will
be landing shortly). English “soon /in a sec” can both be 22 in
casual speech, but only 2 in a PA announcement.

B One step further

For “already / so soon”, Korean uses 'HM: HM Z50{R? In

e B~ |

writing, 2 also means “that is / namely” (0]240] 2 2x|2] & Alo]
C}), a separate usage. To say what you are about to do, 2 pairs
well with -(2)2 Hoj|e: 2 e 7{a.

M Practice

___ MK 7| J}=H| o] ZEX[?

Qo 3z|ADIAN L.

LSS0 HR o{F9le. _ O[2t= H|7t 2 A ZotR.
V1SFELID 0|0 28 7F A|EEHO K.
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Answers; 182 .22 . 334 4 2 . 524}t

I N R

Past only. Used with past tense; set phrase 22 F(of]).

Both directions, conversational. Stresses speed: =
AU, 2L0|2tE = any minute.

Future only. Neutral to formal; common in announcements. Set

Typical pattern

L -/

2= H(oll)

Fu e/ 3y auL
Yol -(2)= A ZL}

o 2Ue, 3

2-(9)2 Hoa /ALt
_2_ oloO

A=

ra

W Examples

O 22 1A HYto R,
The bus just left.
© 23 FO| 3 ChA| 3HH 8 TN,
Please say again what you said a moment ago.
© 2w BN Z30 JIck FHL.
It’ll be done in no time, so please wait a little.
O 550 o594 Futol2ts b7} S 2 2oL,
The sky is so dark it looks like it could rain any minute.
O =z goH ois watolo2.
Summer vacation is coming up soon.
O =910| 2 AIFHEILICL X2]0 Sfo FHIK.
The performance will begin shortly. Please take your seats.

B Which one fits?

Sentence =
__ Het 2 MEo| £ R? © O x
et ook, 2. X O O
(ehf dS) 22| HIA7|= ___ AIHSI HFS  x A O
G

BR2__ NN E 2 oK. x O A
GOl ___ LtetM ObF| mpSEeh K. © O x

O natural O possible A awkward x wrong
m Watch out

X MEZ 20ie. 22 ¢+ 7|CiRiol ..

OXME WZ 2toiga. 22 o 7|0l 1.

2 points to the future; “I just got here” is W2 20 R.

X XFLtal 4= Z2A !

O X Lta! % ZA !

%2 only refers to the past; for “I’ll be right there” use 2% (or 2).

X St50| HR O{Fele. Y302tz H|7t 2 A Zota.

O 3t=0| L2 o{F2I2. 0|2t H|7L & 2 ZoIR.

“Any minute now” is the set phrase 220[2t=; 22 can only look back.
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