Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

HC} vs Hf2tEC} vs X{CHELC}

to see / look / watch - to gaze at - to look (up) at, stare at

HC}is the all-purpose verb for seeing, looking and watching. Hi2}EC} is a steady gaze toward something, and HCH&C} is turning
or lifting your eyes toward something — often a person, often a stare.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
HrC}t to see, look, watch
Hi2HEC} to gaze at, look out at

HCIECE  to look up at; to stare at

B How they differ

1. Watching and reading are always 2C}. E3}1& Bl O / FstE Ht
2t2te x. English speakers who split “see / look / watch” should
know Korean uses one verb for all three. 2L} also covers A|&& 2Lt
(take an exam), HEE ELt (have an interview) and ¥0{ 2Lt (try on).

2. Hi2}E Lt = a steady gaze, not an inspection. &2 Hf2I2R (gaze
out the window) O. For checking details, use 2C}: JHE & HAR
O/ 32 ZHEIEM A. It also works figuratively: O|2§E B2t}
(look to the future), @ =& Hf2IEL} (be nearly seventy).

3. MCHELCE = aim your eyes at, often a person. &lf X{Ct2t2? (Why
are you staring?) is a common, slightly confrontational line.
Originally it means looking up: 3t&& MCH2L} Don’t use it for
checking something: £XE AMCI=ECH x.

4. Hf2HECvs ACHACE HICHS Hi2pEte O / HICHS O] A scenery
you take in is HI2HE2LE, A person who keeps staring at you: #|< X{CHg}
2 O, A% Hi2tEIR A (sounds gentle, even romantic).

M One step further

For “try doing”, see -Ot/0] 2L} Actions happening while you
look often use -(2)HA|: X5tE Hi2HEHA.

M Practice

LU A AEE

2. 22| OHHXlE HI LB AHMK.

3. I MER23THLEN I1I°E* e EotEg,
4.0/ ot o] EEiR?

5.2 F&E EHﬂfE 2

Answers: 1 2R - 2 HfEfE.T'_ -3KCt- 48589

The default. Also exams, interviews, and -0t/0{ ELC} (try).
Steady, often calm or distant; scenery, faces, the future.

Eyes turned toward a target, often a person; can feel intrusive.

Typical pattern

g3t/=2t0HE 2Ot
AlglE ECt/-0f/0f 2Lt

NES/E Hi2t=Ct

Ha| /Y5 Hi2t 2Lt

NZ/Z Mctzct
S| MCHECH/ shsS MCHE
ct

W Examples

© o= ol E2ttE o2

| Watched dramas at home over the weekend.
© T2 HlRtRYA IS 04018,

| drank my coffee while gazing out the window.
© @i &= 3 HCtR?

Why are you staring at me like that?
O otol7} ot Y2 MrhEBA 20iL.

The child looked up at her mom'’s face and smiled.
© 1 AEe & njE HiRtE Aot.

He always lives with his eyes on the distant future.
O 2z HES He.

I have a job interview tomorrow.

B Which one fits?

Sentence Hoh  Hi2} ACh
= Hrop
O x| I3t = © x X
tGE7HOl| OtOFA OhE SQFHICHS _ O o A
HE= MO AL ME ___7I20| Lol O A 0
Che =0 et=0l SH MRS __ © x x
HYI| 22|17t LM 2R SUHE S0 8tsS o O ©o

© natural O possible A awkward X wrong
W Watch out

X OfH| Tt Fohs HitEtoi Q.
O ofd| x7stn He}s fHolg.

Watching a movie or TV is always 2 Ct; HI2t 2Lt means gazing at
something.

X 0| OIS ZHHigtE 0 HZ0|| E5tM K.

Oolazs &= 20 R0 BHathL.

Looking at something carefully to check or read it is 2CF, not Ht2HE= L},
X MO H =HIE MLt ARt FH0R.

O MM M| sHIE 21 Hitsl FA0{R.

HMECFECE is turning your eyes toward something, often staring; checking
homework is simply 2LCt.
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