Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

EC|o] vs Z= vs OFELY

finally (at long last) - in the end, eventually - at last (written)

English “finally” hides the difference. EL|0] celebrates something you were waiting for, 23 reports how things turned out (often

not as hoped), and OH&ELY is a written “at last” after a long process.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
crlo finally, at long last Long-awaited, usually welcome. Common in speech, often with EC|0f -4/ALCH
excitement. Also for an event now close: EC|0{ L2 0|}, EC|of LHZo|Ct
a3 in the end, eventually, The final outcome, good or bad; very often a result you didn’t want. 2= -1 U/pACH
ultimately Also Z=2 /Z=0le Z23(0le/2)
OpEILy at last, finally Written, formal. The culmination of a long effort or process; common (2% =2) Z0j| OpEILY

in news and stories.

B How they differ

1. Waited-for vs how it turned out. EC|0] 30| R! (I finally
passed!) is joy after waiting. 2= H0{Z0{R (in the end | failed) just
reports the outcome. For bad news: 2= Ho{X0{2 O / EC|of Ho{X!
o x.

2. Z3} with negatives and giving in. Z= fits results of hesitation
or giving in: PIstCE7L A= ot 0|2 (after thinking it over, | ended
up not buying it), 2= x| Z310{L (I couldn’t hold back in the end).
EC|0f doesn’t combine with 2t/2 like this. It also pairs with -1 LT}
A3 S0 YUK,
3. OHALY is the written “at last”. OFALH marks the climax of a long
process and sounds like news or a novel: @& &4 Zof| opELy gel3t
C} (after long talks, they at last agreed). In casual speech, say ELC|0{:
o, EC|of BRtcH O/ of, L BRCH A,

4. A= also means “ultimately”. Z= can sum up a conclusion, not
only aresultin time: 23 Z2 Z0|0|K (it’s ultimately the same
thing). EC[0{ and OH&LK can’t do this. English speakers who map
every “finally” to ELC[0{ should check: was it hoped for?

B One step further

Z= often ends a chain with -Z| EICt: 23 3|AHS J9HEH| $101L (|
ended up quitting). OtEILY also combines with -#| =[CHin writing.
For “at last” in speech, =C|0] is often followed by -%/®4- and an
exclamation: EC|0] StCH

M Practice
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W Examples

© =ciof 7ictald wato] Azt L.

The vacation I’d been waiting for has finally started.
© 3 AZHIICkR{M ECl0f HATL RH0{R.

After waiting an hour, the bus finally came.
© HI7H A% 2ok 23 230| AR,

It kept raining, so the picnic ended up being canceled.
O ofz] ¢ DRIX|S A2 O 3| 717] 2 oK.

I thought it over many times, but in the end | decided to join that
company.

© =i s £ Bojl ORAL Mg BACE
After five attempts, he finally passed the exam.
O 23 84 Bol| = 3|AH= DRAILY Broojl o] 2Lt

After long negotiations, the two companies at last reached an
agreement.

B Which one fits?

Sentence cEC A#A=2 o
of L

JA FEEHY ___ EHol Hoi K. X o A
o, ZRCH O] Eofl ZHxt. @) X A
100] ZX ZAF 201 CHa|7F __ 2tSE|UCE © O 0
OFF2| ot HOIM ___ MZ MoK, X @) X
_ o] Z=Ao|u! o EHH? ©) X X

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong

B Watch out
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|ng you were looking forward to; an unwanted result
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The outcome o long hesitation, especially a negative one, is Z2=; EL|
0f doesn’t go with 2t/2.

X 22 E;*a.*OIEH Algtch
O Ecjof wefo|ch Mt

For an exciting, long-awaited moment, use =C|0{; Z= sounds like it
happened against your wishes.
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