Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

7tEX|C} vs 7t2|7|C}

to teach - to point at, to indicate

They sound alike, and even native speakers blur them into the nonstandard 7k27|C}. ZFE2X|C} passes on knowledge; 7F217|C}

points your finger, a needle or a word at something.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance

Ji2x|c} to teach
in speech.

7t2|7Ict  to point at, to

indicate

B How they differ

1. 7tEX|C} = teach. $I=20{E 712X K (I teach Korean). The
conjugated form is 7I2M2 O / 7I1EHR Xx.

2. 7t2]|7|Ct = point at. £7}2tQ 2 7}2| 20 (pointed with a finger),
AlAI7L 12AE 712|H8 (the clock shows 12). Conjugated: 7[2|H L.

3. 7}27|ct does not exist in standard Korean. It’s a very common
mix-up among native speakers too, but it’s marked wrong in writing
and on the TOPIK. Choose by meaning: teach — 7t2X|C}, point — 7}
2[7|ct.

4. Telling the way: 7t2X Fr}, not 7}2|7ICt 22 712X FHR O/ Z
2 7121H FMR A (only if you literally want them to point). In

everyday speech, 22| FM|R is even more common for giving
information.

M One step further

Both verbs often appear with -0t/0] FEM|R: 72X FM| (please
teach/tell me). For “while pointing”, use -(2)HA: 7}2|7|HA{.

M Practice

LNz e=eloA st=E ___ YSstndoe
2.LiAetHIE2 SN B8RS

AEE 2otEoz A 01I°|7r ofL|oll L.

4. SHLIHAN X EO=HE __ FHoe
5.0 CHEAZL __ Z40] RAHQUX| MM|R.

Answers: 1 7}EX|: 27121AHL - 3712|71= - 47tEBX - 571217 =

Subjects, skills, how to do something. Also “tell” (e.g. a phone number)

With a finger, a clock hand, an arrow; also “refer to” (a word).

Typical pattern

NOI A NE/Z 7E=X|Ct
=S Jt=K|C

NZ/E 7t2|7|Ct
&7t2to = 72| 7|t / AAIZ
NAIE 7t2|7|ct

W Examples

© oiniL7t xollAl 2212 7t=H TR,
My mother taught me how to cook.
© = oistmlM FASS =ML,
My friend teaches economics at a university.
Of0|7} SH=2 Z12|7|HAM “H[™M7|CH” 5t A2|H 0K,
The child pointed at the sky and shouted, “An airplane!”
X =ollM 22| 7t ofC| U] 712|H 2AHlK.
Point to where our school is on the map.
C7|M ‘a2 o 2He| ‘W2 JI2|AH K.
Here, “72” refers to “M” in the previous sentence.
XE 2MS 712X & A2 oI X0 2.
The person who first taught me to drive was my father.

@ ®© 6 O

B Which one fits?

Sentence 2 71|
xck  7|ck
Mz XSetuof| M oto| SoflAH HOE _ ©) X
JA2 &71e2 Mo EHE . X ©
AlA HHSO| MEs| 1242 ___ Ao Q. X ©
O| 2N F=UHE FNR @) X
SR WSO R JtH £t Lt X ©

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
B Watch out

X TR HOA &= e E 7tEAH B,
O HRILMolA &= 2 E 7IEH RoiL.

7t27|C}is a common nonstandard mix of the two verbs; “teach” is 7t2
X|CH(7FEH).

X XN AtEfo| &7tz 2 ME JIER 0.
O X Algto] &712te 2 M E 72|20l ].
Pointing at something is 7t2|7|C}; Zt2X|C} is only “teach.”
X nssto o Z MHEHO| Koi|A| =52 712|H TR0 2.
O nsstu mff Z MMLo| MollA| =52 7I12H FM0{R.

Because the two sound alike, learners write 7t2|7|C} for “teach”;
teaching a subject is 7t2X|Ct,
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