Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

ZC}vs =L}

long - far

English says “a long way” for distance, but Korean keeps the two apart. ZL} measures the length of a thing or a period of time; H

Ct measures how far one place is from another.

M At a glance

Word Core Nuance Typical pattern
meaning
Zct long Length of objects (hair, legs, a line) and duration (vacation, winter, a movie). Mz|7t At
AlZto] ZLCt

"Lt far
time: Ot% HAN L.

W How they differ

1. Length vs distance. The thing itself is long: C}2|7} 2{L (long
legs), E0| H0{R (the line is long). The gap between two places is
far: 2|AZFHOiR O/ 2|M7L 208 X. Translate “It’s a long way to
school” as &tul7} Ho{g.

2. Both can talk about time — differently. ZCtis how long
something lasts: W&to] Z0{R (the vacation is long). BLC}is how far
off something still is: 2et7kx| OFE HA0{R (vacation is still a long
way off) O / wstntx| of=! Z0{2 x. Note the past form BN in
this set phrase.

3. “For a long time” is 22H. When “long” describes how long you
do something, use the adverb 22i: 2z 7|Cixio{e O / 24| 7|Ciio]
8 /. Keep ZC}for describing nouns: Z! AlZt (a long time).

M One step further

To mark the start and end points of a distance, use ol and 7}xI:
HollM gtuantx|] Ho{R. To ask how long something takes, the
natural question is 0Lt Z2{R? rather than using ZCt or L},

M Practice
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LHOIlM ___ EHAIE RHO1R.
30=20|Lt 7| K.
__.Z0{M 520/0l|R.

120012 - 2 ol - 320l - 4 Hojg - 52T

Distance between places, usually with AG[A B77HX|. Also “still a long way off” in

AOll M BIEX| HLC}
Zo| Hrt

W Examples

A= Ma|7 Z2o{M opHEorC 22| = A R E0 K.
My hair is long, so drying it every morning is hard work.
w7t Ho{M HAS Eta CHAR.
Schoolis far, so | take the bus.
2 gtofl E0] 2 ZHoR.
The line in front of the bank is really long.
017|M XISt HNX| HojQ?
Is it far from here to the subway station?
© 330 7z2 20299
Winters in Korea are long and cold.
O %ol ZolM xix 2718,

My hometown is far away, so | can’t go often.

O © 0 ©

B Which one fits?
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Sentence
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ol o2 wrete = rojatl ___

AR ob =l __

© x O x 0O
X O x O x

O| HIX|= Metel & ___.
© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong

B Watch out

22| F2 guoM Z2oa.
O -?—EI EestuwolM Hola.
“Along way” is about distance, so Korean uses &L} (far), not ZCt.
X kK| otE 2o K.
O Walntx| ofz] Htoia.

For an event that is still a long way off, Korean says OF%! HA R (it’s still
far).

M st=0ilM 2 &4oig.
O XM ghxm0lM 28 atoig.
“For a long time” with a verb is the adverb 22K, not Z#|.
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