Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

OIC} vs AIC} vs AL} vs 7|C}

wear clothes - wear shoes/socks - wear on the head/face - wear on hands/fingers

English “wear” covers everything; Korean picks the verb by body part. Clothes ®iLC}, feet 2IC}, head and face &L}, hands and

fingers M|Ct.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern

oict to wear / put on clothes Shirts, coats, pants, skirts, dresses, hanbok. 2 /HIX| /KOS 2Lt
Alct to wear / put on footwear Shoes, sneakers, socks, stockings, boots. Algh/kaks Aot

ML}t to wear / put on the head orface  Hats, caps, helmets, glasses, masks, umbrellas (24t& MLCH.,  ZX}/QHF/OFAIE ML
nct to wear / put on by slipping in Gloves, rings; also glasses and contact lenses. ESEAyLIoNE=j|u,

B How they differ

1. One “wear”, four verbs. ZEE l0jQ O / MU S lojQ x. 2E8}
E402 O.BAE MR O/ BAE ol x. BXEHR O /8| ¢
02 x.When unsure, ask which body part it goes on.

2. Pants and skirts are ®ICL. Anything that is clothing uses 2ICt,
even on the lower body: HIXIE &]0{R O / HIXIE MojR x. AlCtis
only for the feet.

3. Glasses: ML} or 71|C}. Both 2tAE MK and 2HAE HK are natural.
Sunglasses too. Masks are standard with OtAIE WK.

4. “Wearing” as a state. To describe what someone has on, use -11
QUCk eHAE M1 AR (is wearing glasses). The past AL can
also describe a current state: 7t 22 LA K (she’s in red).

M One step further

The opposite of all of these is mostly BIC} (take off): 22 HCt, M
WS siCt, BXHE BICH HA S YL Gloves and rings use HACH: ¥EX]
£ BCt. For describing someone’s current outfit, see -1 UCE.
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HHX| S @3 3ol 24018,
jeans to school today.
UL AZIS HA0R.
ut on a hanbok and took photos.
| eol[M = M-S MX| O,
Please don’t wear shoes inside the house.
#7700l Z2{M A3 E RoiR.
| caught a cold, so | wore a mask.
FELLN LS MM,
It’s cold, so put on your gloves.
M= ME S U AFS HA.

I only wear glasses when | read.
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B Which one fits?

Sentence QCt Mk MCp 7|Ch
XAM EHR ZEE ___. @) X x X
23HE ___ ZH0| U0K. X O X x
sielo| HollM BAHE . X X @) x
T A2 EA=HRE _ AoR X X X O
w=0| Ltk QHA S X X © @)

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong

B Watch out

English uses “wear” for everything, but shoes and socks take &IC}.

X EXE 2 AHZ0| H| S0 K.

O BXHE £ ArEho] H S¥ojolL.

Anything on the head or face, like hats, glasses and masks, takes ML}
X &0 M TS LA K.

O 20| 294 LS RoiL.

Gloves and rings slide onto the hand or fingers, so they take 77|C}.
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