Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

AEvs 7B vs B

often - sometimes - now and then

M At a glance

All three answer “how often?”, but at different levels: X} is often, 78 is sometimes, and &3 sits in between, a little more formal.

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
xE often, frequently The most frequent. The only one used in questions with €0tLt, and it RF3E 7tCt/abtct
takes OFF / L=, UOFLF Xp3=
7z sometimes,onceina  Low frequency. Common forms: 7}3% 7182 OtF 7+E (very rarely). 7H8 (7184, 75 2)
while Of 7t&
] now and then, fairly Between the two; slightly more formal, common in writing and news. &3 QlCt
often Rarely intensified with O}, FZ -2 50t

B How they differ

1. Afrequency scale. Think of a line: XI5 (often) > & (now and
then) > 7} (sometimes). Going somewhere four times a week is X}
Z; once or twice a year is 7}&.

2. “How often?” uses only Xt €0OtLt X1 242 ? (How often do you
come?) O/ oLt 7} 2FR7? x. XtZ and 7t& easily take OF3: OFF Xt
Z= (very often), O} 7k (very rarely); O} Z sounds odd.

3. “Not often” # 7} 2k, “I don’t drink often” is X} ot DM K. 718
ot O 2 means “sometimes | don’t drink”, which is not the same.
English speakers often reach for 7t& here by mistake.

4. 3% is a bit more formal. % is perfectly fine in speech, but it
feels slightly more written and is common in news: 0|2 At117} £
AofLtCt (accidents like this happen now and then). In casual talk, 7}
& and X3 are far more frequent.

M One step further

For regular repetition such as “every weekend”, use OfC}: =20t
Ct 253L. 7t2 also appears as 7H3™ with the same meaning,
and 7H82 adds “at least sometimes”: 7H&2 #/0{0}F 32 (you
need to rest sometimes).

M Practice

1. Okt 3t S48 Ho{R?

2.2[=Fotse. o dia.

3. 0%0= 140 SR H, _ Jte.

4. Lol CHA HOILE L7 " JH= O[O0l 2.

5. ASH0= o[ AfTt __ GHHSICE, (A E4|, K5 eF 7HE 9| B7)
Answers: 1XE - 2718 - 3718 - 4XF - 553

W Examples

© xi= Fo| ARSI AT BILLR.
| often meet my friends on weekends.
© ol 7ol 2tz efa?
Do you come to this café often?
© iz exgsiE e,
Sometimes | go to the movies alone.
O 235712 2 Mg Yol Lig.
Even now | think of that person once in a while.
© vt e HAJ SE £ AR,
When it rains, the bus is often late.
O o Yol 55 =21 718,

| visit my grandmother’s house every so often.

B Which one fits?

Sentence A= 1B ==

oLt 2s%e? @) X X
10]| SH= B, ob = ___ ko] 7tQ. X @) X
Oz A= XEXIOAIM ___ & 2 ULk © O 0
Aol ___ Lt CHO{RE 22A 8. © O O
KbZEE OfLIX|BE__ HEfsla. X © O

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
H Watch out

X oLt 7tE 2397
O oLt &k 283R?

“How often” is always Z0tLt Xt even if you expect the answer to be
“not very often”.

X &5 ZOFSHA| §50kM 7HE QF OtM K.

O £ ZO0Istx| 240tM Xt3= oFOHM K.

“I don’t drink often” is X} Qt OFM R; 7+ 9t O 2 means “sometimes |
skip drinking”, which doesn’t fit the reason.

X DHRO0{E X SHAHIQ! 30| W Eota.

O et=n0|E AL R! WE0| WE FotQ.

Xt is only about frequency; to praise skill, use Z (well).
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