Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

= ys T2 vs 247t

a bit; please (softener) - a little, a few - slightly

Z& began as a short form of Z&, but it now does a job of its own: softening requests, like “please” or “could you”. 22t only means

“slightly” and is used for degree.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
3 a bit; softener in requests Spoken, very frequent. £ & FA|2 = “Some water, please.” & EAFMR
= E MR
x3 a little (amount, time, The neutral word. Z2gt (just a little), == H0ll (a little while =2 7|ct2|ct
degree) ago). ZZ0
okzt slightly, somewhat

B How they differ

1. & softens requests. In & & FMIR, & doesn’t mean “a little
water” — it just makes the request polite, like “please”. Ml & Wa{ F
Mg O /Hekzb ez =M ] x. X2 in the same spot sounds like you
really want only a small amount.
2. =2 for amounts and =29k, =3 is the full, neutral “a little”: =
£ =3 dll2 (I speak a little Korean). Set patterns take Z2: T2k
2212 O/ EE 2212 x (I don’t know it at all), Z2thof| 2ioiL
(there’s only a little). In speech, Z2¢t often shortens to Z8, but 2
Ztotis unnatural.
3. 27t for “slightly”. 27t describes the degree of a state or quality:
oFZE ML (slightly salty), 27t TIZ=8HR (a bit tired). With these, & and
ZZalsowork —&E MR O/ =3 M O — so the choice is mostly
style. Unlike &, 27t can modify a noun with 2|: 2kZk2| k0] (a slight
difference).

M One step further

& goes hand in hand with -0t/0] FMHIR: & ZoIFMIR (Please
help me). Z2¢tis a common use of B, and 27t often softens a
guess with -(2)L /&= 24 ZC}: of7t 0| M5t 2 ZotR.

M Practice

LO7| Al ___ ZChEMIR.
2. Me =012 ___Sol R dlle.
3. F Aol dzoll= ___ol Xo|7t loia.
4.0 ___EMRIHR HEE?
5. M= 02 M8 ___E R 9o,

1

=)
[=]
Answers:1& - 2 X3 - 342t - 4F - 5 X3

Degree of a state: 2FZF ML}, 22k T2 35ICE Not for requests or BF. 2 WtCt
|

W Examples

O o2z FuR.

Could we get some water here, please?
O mE =0l =2 2 4 oig.

| can speak a little Japanese.
(3 LX)

It’s a bit chilly today.
O =z3otci 7t 20| Yoig.

If you go just a little further, there’s a bank.
© ol =X 5 7t=H F2HR?

Could you show me how to do this problem?
O 1 uzte ofZtolyst 2 Zoig.

That person seems a little strange.

B Which one fits?

Sentence 3
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&SRR 2 S0 Ente? o A x
S=0E ___ A0, o 0 X
=0 ___dH2 A Zota. © ©O O
YEOE___E =248, X ©) X
AHuojoll 282 ___EUoia. o ©o O

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
B Watch out

X okziot 7|Che] =AM Q.
O Zaa7IcH FAa.

“Just a little” with Bt is ZZ&2H 2FZk3His unnatural in requests.
X HoRZh W FN|Q.

OH & W FAK.

The softener for requests (“could you..”) is &; 27t only means
“slightly” and can’t soften a request.

X M2 S4s = 2 Hola.
ONE 2 842 Z3E R HoR.

“Not at all / not even a little” is Z=2 & + negative; T and 27t don’t take
I this way.
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