Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

ZC} vs EO0}siCt

good, nice; (something) is liked - to like

ZEClis an adjective: the thing you like is the subject and takes 0l/7}. EOFSICE is a verb, just like English “like”: the thing you like is

the object and takes E/&.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
EC} to be good / nice; to be
liked (M2 =0

Zofsict to like Verb. N2

W How they differ

1. Match the particle to the word. Both mean “I like kimchi”: M=
Ax7L EO0IR O / ME AXIE Fokll2 O. Mixing them is the classic
error: AX|E o0t x / AX|7l S0l x.

2. Other people’s likes = EO0}5IL}. L} reports the speaker’s own
feeling, like #4Ct or &Lt For someone else, use the -0t/0{8ICt verb: &
M2 R7E Foisle O/ 42 £77H ok x.

3. £t} also just means “good”. M7} £0}R (the weather is nice),
0] 7tk E0t8 (this bag is good). ZOISICE never means “good”: LM
7t ol x.

4. Subtle difference in feel. Z%|7I EO0IR sounds like a feeling in the
moment or a warm statement; Z*|& Z0}sL sounds like a fact
about your taste. Both are everyday Korean.

M One step further

The same pattern works for #1C}/ *'010H1} (dislike) and for
wanting: -1 #C} for yourself vs -11 4 0] 8tL} for others. Review
the particles on 0|/7} and €/&.

M Practice
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Answers: 1 EofsliR - 2 Eoia - 3 "'Ofﬂ 4 Fopie - 5 Fora
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£ ZO}3ICE Works for anyone, including third persons.

Typical pattern

Adjective. NO|/7t £Lt. Speaker’s own feeling, or a general evaluation  NO|/7} ZCt

E2M7HEC

NZ/Z Forsict
£ %8 Bopit

W Examples

© x= 2kt H01R.
I like kimchi.
© = UxE kL.
I like klmchl.
© © = SA2 Soe.
My friend likes spicy food.
O es2 st B0t 7|2 E Soie.
The weather is nice today, so I'm in a good mood too.
© o712 e Sote.
This bagis llght and nice.
0O Foll ¥3t 2= %S SoplL.
| like watching movies on weekends.

B Which one fits?

Sentence ECt =0}
3tct
Meot= Eetopr de . O X
Meot=s EeoE 8 . X @)
N sdM2E1E__ . X @)
ESYMIL___ AER? O X
22| ZotX|= LHHsH= A2 OFF X @)

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong

B Watch out

X X= 10|71 ot .

O XM 1Y0|E Zotlia.

ZO0l3tCt is a verb and takes 2/Z; only Lt takes 0|/7} (M= 10| 7t £0t
R is also correct).

X Mz 3942 Zote.

O XM= 8% Eopslia.

English “like” takes an object, but ZCtis an adjective and can’t: use 8<
2 01l R or §2{0] E0tR.

X H XT= sh= FovF Eote
O N &= o= FotE ’“OFOHR

ZL} expresses the speaker’s own feeling, so for someone else’s likes use
Ed
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