Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

12 ys HIE A] vs HLCY

definitely, be sure to - without fail, necessarily - never, absolutely (not)

I and YtEA| both mean “definitely (do it)”: % is warm and everyday, BtEA| is firm and formal. ®CH is the negative side, “never /

absolutely not”.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
= definitely, be sure to, Everyday, personal: requests, wishes, promises. Also “exactly”: & & -(2)MlQ /& -1 AL}
really orCH 35 HLCH 4 Seoh, 8 S
HIEA| without fail, necessarily, Firmer and more formal: rules, instructions, strong conviction. S A| -OF/0{OF StCt
surely Common in writing. HIEA| -(Q)2 Zio|ct
iy never, absolutely (not) Almost always with a negative: t/%, -X| OtM|K, QiCH OFL|CE Also ®  HCH QF/%/-X| OtM|R
x

CHE.

B How they differ

1. Positive vs negative. % and 2= A| push toward doing
something; ECH pushes against it. & MR (be sure to come) O, ®
i x| OfMI2 (never be late) O, but L M X. In standard
Korean, HCH needs a negative partner.

2. The English trap: “absolutely”. English “I’ll absolutely pass” is
positive, so Korean uses & &g Ao O / "l A& ol x.You
may hear ELl in positive sentences in casual talk, but learners
should keep it for negatives.

3. Zis personal, HtEA] is a rule. To a friend: 2 H2ts]! (be sure to
call me!). In a notice: HIEA| MRS 2 X| &SI AR (you must bring
ID). BFEA| often comes with -0F/0{0F StCt and sounds like a must: see
-OL/ojof E|C}.

4. Only & means “exactly”. 0] 20| 3 0} (these clothes fit
perfectly), 20tE 2§ BAH R (she looks just like her mom). BEA| B
ot X in this sense. % also expresses a heartfelt wish: & $HH 7} H11
40{8 (I'd really love to go there once).

M One step further

For prohibitions, ®LH is the natural partner of -(2)™ ¢t E|C}: Hcf
HAYstH O EIQ. For wishes, & goes with -1 4Ck: 2 7F 231 4lo]
8. "l can stand alone as a strong “no way”: MCH ot £f!

M Practice

1. RIstLmt ___ =Xt ol 7HX| DHM 2.

2. 22| A=Al ___ ok F|! 7|CHEAL

3.Me___ s 2SS et Mol o,

4. 20| A0S ___ HAHIK.

5. (3XI2) MF= ___ DI LIHX| ®MESHo{of gLIC. (A, ZAIH)

Answers: 1 ML - 222 - 3 ML - 42 - S5HIEA]

= =

]

Hri=, Zcf ofL(Ct

W Examples

© L1 miEjol 2 248,
Be sure to come to the party tomorrow.
© olHol= 3 #zetn dojg.
This time | really want to pass.
ES MEMEA 22 HIMR.

Always lock the door when you go out.

wefsiE giEA| S Zat U HolR.

If you work hard, you will surely get good results.
Y MZHoll= "ol FHES AHE5HX| OHMIR.
Never use your phone during class.

ME JARE Hof M 28R,

| can never forgive that person.

@ ®© 6 O

B Which one fits?

Sentence @ bl Hr
O|Z4 HIHO|L|7t ___ CHE Ar2fote| 2ESHX| OpAl X x O
2.

oh=ol 7t ___ 3530 7t 21 40 K. © A x

Ngs 2 me _ UESS Ko gLt o o x

O| M2 MetH| ___ Stote. © x x

dAEE2 _ AHNYS & Aol ot 2. X x 0O

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong
H Watch out

X O Alof "o gHg Hollg.

O O[H AlRo]l & A Aol .

Al is used with negatives; for a positive “definitely”, use 2 or HtEA].
X LY mE[of| Hoi M| K.

O W mtEjof] 3 2M[2.

Al goes with negatives and prohibitions; for a positive request use 4.
X Ofl 7HH HEEA| A=t

O ol 7}H 2 A=t F!

In friendly, casual requests % is natural; Bt=A| sounds like a rule or
official instruction.
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