Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK Il

MK vs M vs 2Lt

first, ahead (of others) - first of all, priority - for now, just; once

All three can translate “first”, but HX is about order in time,
or “once” in Y&t -(2)H.

M At a glance

2M is about what matters most, and & means “for now / let’s just”,

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
b | first, ahead, before (someone/ Time order. Often with EC}: MLt HX]. HX kMR = go HX| 7HM| 2
something) ahead. AECHHK
M first of all, above all Priority: do this before other things. Also a noun: M9, M ARE stCt
AZo| Mo|LCt, M|, FALLE 2M0|Ct
uct for now, just, tentatively; once Provisional step before deciding more. 2t -(2)™ = once UCH s HCt
(something happens). YLEH-(9)H

B How they differ

1. MX: ahead of others. Only ©X compares the order of two
people or events: HEL} HX 01K (came before me) O / HELH M
20| x. Everyday phrases: MX kMR (go ahead), HA| M5 &L
C} (excuse me for leaving first).

2M: priority. 4 says “this comes first in importance”: M gt
ALE| AL (let’s do the urgent work first). It is also a noun, which
HX] and Y&t are not: Z1Z0] M0|0j|L (health comes first), M=%
(priorities).

3. ¢k for now / once. YLt is a temporary step: 2EH 0|2 A| 8t LIS
oil CEA] O]OFZ|8H R (let’s do it this way for now and talk later). With -
(2)™ it means “once”: YLt A|ZHsHH B7FK]| S (once | start, | finish)

O/ HA AIFSHH X in this meaning.

4. Where they overlap. At the start of a sequence, all three can

work: HX] /| M | Ut B E| MX} (let’s eat first). HX stresses order,
M priority, &tt “let’s just do this and see”. The English trap: “first”

doesn’t tell you which one; ask “before whom?”, “most important?”

or “for now?”.

B One step further

MX often pairs with -7] ZHoi|: X7] Hoj| HX| 0] § HotR. M and
ttare commonly followed by £E{: M 0| H£E], see £E]. For
“once / if”, Y&t strengthens -(2)H: Yt ZFsH HHLX| OFM|L.

M Practice

EESIX M= __ SOIER. WY #.
HHE M= 2o &91E Hoh= A0 SR8 KA.
.R2|0t0l= ___ Eo| SH Of&IX| 2t T K.
LSO MELCHSEAIZE_ EARHOR.

L0l 7HlE ___ S0{7tH B2t At HO{™e.
Answers: 1 HX] - 2 2M - 3 YEt - 4 HK] - 5 LTt

m.bw!\:!—-

W Examples

312|7}k AoIM HA H|sIAELICE

| have a meeting, so I'll excuse myself first.
o Mol HA &3 MM,

Wash your hands first before you eat.

M e LRE M2 AL

Let’s handle the urgent things first.
FalRCE zZiZo] 2M0l0L.

Health comes first, above everything else.
DIJAS Hojlg. LTHSHH EM EMR.

It’ll be good. Just try it first.

LT AIZFSHH E7LX] SHof K.

Once you start, you have to see it through.

GQGQQG

B Which one fits?

Sentence HY <9M 2ot
YOl NMELC3E _ HA=RoR. © X X

U R BOLt___&%IE FeAlCH X ©) X

JARte 7 Lb opR =ole X x o
XZ2 AlZrol gleL|mt ___ oA St LS| X O ©
CHA| O|of7[8li &.

E|EOHX| 2 AFL0] Ao{M ___ oLt EL CL © X A

O natural O possible A awkward x wrong
m Watch out

X M= SYHELH2E U Ef0{ 0 Q.
O M= S¥ECH2H HA Ejolktoig.

“Before someone else” in time order is HX{; 2
who came first.

X QUIME. M= =3 o|u7 ZAQ.
O HA 7M. XM= =F olup7t ZAH K.

“Go ahead (of me)” is HX| 7tM|2; 24 can’t mean ahead of another
person.

X O] BpXH= HA HI| A[ZSHH HE 27} 30| R.

O 0] Zxtz YT Y| AZHstH HE 71 gloi 2.

“Once you start...” is Y& -(2)H; MK would mean starting before
someone else.

Mis about priority, not

[
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