Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

H vs ot vs O

how many / what number - how much - which

| 2 counts and always needs a counter after it. @0} asks about an amount, above all a price. 0{= picks one out of a set of choices.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
- how many, what
number alone.
ot how much
how (long/far/much).
o= which

B How they differ

1. ¥ needs a counter. % 7if (how many things), ® & (how many
people), R Al (what time), ® & (how old). It never stands alone: 20|
0|22 x. Note it also covers “what number”: ¥ B HHA (which bus
number), R} & (what floor).

2. Y0} = price and amounts. 0|7{ ¥0}0f|R? (How much is this?) O/
0|7 10[0l|2? x. English “how much / how many” doesn’t decide it:
countable items take ® + counter, while price and uncounted
quantities take €0}

3. g0t} + verb/adjective = “how ...”, @Ot} Z2{L? (how long does
it take?), QO HO{R? (how far is it?), 2Ot} XI3E (how often). Here
English “how” is not o{E7|.

4. 0| chooses; & asks what kind. 0{= L}2} Af2Ho|0l|2? (Which
country are you from?) O. Use 0{= when there is a fixed set of

options (countries, sides, two drinks on the table). & 24| asks
what kind of food, not which one.

M One step further

Counters are the key to &: native-Korean numbers go with 71, &,
Al, &, while Sino-Korean ones go with &, &, # (number).
Answer a &0t question with a price: @M J0[0lR. For comparing
options with 0{=, see HC}: 0| 0| ¢ £0}Q?

M Practice

1.0 HIX|= ___ollR?

2.4o| ___ Holoa?

3.2t 345D U= A FoM ___ F0| o EotR?
4. wAof gHdol __ HAo{R?

5. MS0IM 2K 7|Kt2 __ L AR{R?

Answers: 10t - 2% - 30| - 4% - 50}

Always followed by a counter: % 7, R &, & Al, & & Never stands

Choosing from a set: ({= Lt2}, {= F, o{= % (= { = A).

Typical pattern

2 + counter
RALE A RN

Amounts you don’t count one by one, especially price: 20t0{ Q7 HotLt= A0k R?

OtL} + adjective/verb

O0{= +noun
oLzt o &

W Examples

sy

2
S o
o

R aooR?

ow old is your younger sibling?
7HE0| R Foloe?

How many people are in your family?
0] 7{m|= ¥ojoR?

How much is this coffee?

ol St kx| Lot 22 ?

How long does it take from your house to school?
oL Lt} Aol R?

What country are you from?

SEA0| 0| Zofl AoiR?

Which way is the restroom?

@ © 6 0 0 0O

B Which one fits?

Sentence £ o oL

ne

o| 7t ole? X ©) x
X2 ___AMoa? (@) x X
___ LIZtollM 2toiR? X X ©)
ADHE _ JH A7tR? O x x
WZHHSE D M2t FollA ___ Z30] Eote? X X ©)

© natural O possible A awkward X wrong
W Watch out

X O] Atzt= ol 27
O 0| Atz HotoL?
= must be followed by a counter; for “How much is it?” use €00 .
X A0FALEHO| 2017
O R Ho| gtoja?
To count people or things, use & + counter (2 &), not &0t.
& LItollM 2HoiR?
O o LiztoIM 2toia?

When choosing one from a known set (countries, sides), use 0{=; £&
asks about kind or content.
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