Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

L5 vs OfF vs HE

too, so - very - really, truly

All three can mean “very”, but they start from different places. LI means “too (much)”, O} is a neutral “very”, and B is “really”

— the speaker vouching that it’s true.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance Typical pattern
B too; so Excess that causes a problem. In everyday speech also a strong “so/very”, L4 5 B MpCH
(colloquial) even for good things. {5 Bo| Hot
o very Neutral, slightly textbook-like intensifier. Can’t stand alone. ofx ZErCt
Of3= ZSICt
g really, truly Emphasizes sincerity. Also a noun (“the truth”) and the reply 2 ? oot
(Really?). qUuQ?

B How they differ

1. 42 =“too”. When the degree is beyond what works, L{Z is the
natural choice: {5 H[MA 2 0L (It was too expensive, so | didn’t
buy it). O} H|MA] is possible but lacks the “too much” meaning. In
casual speech {2 is also used positively — L{F Olt{ £ (It’s so
pretty) — and this is now accepted as standard.

2. O} = plain “very”. Ot simply raises the degree with no extra
feeling: OIF= E3M0{R (Very well done). It sounds a little formal or
teacherly, and it can’t be used alone. Only {2 carries the “not OK”
feel of “too”: LT %O0| HX| OM|R O / Ot 0] HX| OfMIL X.

3. 0Only H¥ can stand alone. 8% adds “I mean it”: 3% 10i9|Q
(Thank you so much). As areply: 32?2 O /0IFR? x /L{£8? X. It
also works as a noun: EZ0|0l|L (It’s true). The more casual
equivalent is ZIt,

M One step further

{2 often combines with -0kA{/0{M to give a reason: L1 T| 26l
M 2™ B2 (I was so tired | went to bed early). To react with
fresh surprise, try 82 with -L|2: F St KR!

M Practice

LA H7ES20 gE%oie!B:___’7?

2.H{E & ooll. Ol HX| oM.
3.3 oo, ___ofoilR!

4. 3 Fet= ___ HX| Q0LM X|R3HX| AN K.
5.___ M olof st LER#EO| 40K,

Answers: 1 H - 2 {2 - 3HY - 442 - 50}F

W Examples

© of 7ul= 142 ot 2 OpAIZ0IR.

This coffee is too sweet — | can’t drink it.
© w2 zxigtofF MR K.

My room is small but very clean.
© ol XM B stLoj!

This kimchi stew is really delicious!
O A Ui NEo| girie. B: B R?

A: They say there’s no exam tomorrow. B: Really?
O Azo] LS Zotx CHE Al Ztol 8.

There were too many people, so we went to another restaurant.
O ojLi= ol ATsHHIL.

My grandmother is in very good health.

B Which one fits?

Sentence L2 o HY
0| 22 Xotell ___ Z0tM R ol © O O
A X CHS 2o ZE8R.B: ___ Q7 ZsliR! X X ©
(Mol shdofA|) 20| ___ Eotr. B0 O ©) ©
Q.

OlMl &2 ___ T0| Ot A ME|7} ottR. © O O
ME_ 00HIR. @) A ©

© natural O possible A awkward X wrong
W Watch out

X A X 2AHMO|R! B: OIFR7? ot Q!

OA: N gtAslo|Q! B: HLUQ? Zolla!

Only B2 can stand alone as “Really?”; Ot and L5 need something to
modify.

X A2 W FE Eol .

O I A2 A Tin 2o 2.

H2is an adverb or a stand-alone noun, so it can’t mean “real” before a
noun; use TIM} (or ZIES).

X O] 7142 Of=F CHHIM .

O 0] 7HH2 LS HIMX] gfots.

English “not very/not too expensive” is L{F H|MEX| QEC OFZF OF HIMCH
doesn’t express “not very”.



	너무 vs 아주 vs 정말
	■At a glance
	■How they differ
	■One step further
	■Practice
	■Examples
	■Which one fits?
	■Watch out


