Korean Grammar Map

CONFUSING WORDS - TOPIK I

=L} vs H|MIC} vs 3L}

high - expensive - big / tall

English “tall” and “high” don’t map neatly onto Korean. &L} is for height above the ground (mountains, buildings, temperature),
3L} is for size — including how tall a person is — and HIMC} is for price.

M At a glance

Word Core meaning Nuance
=Ct high, tall (position/
level) people’s height.
H| Tt expensive
act big, large; tall
(people) people.

B How they differ

1. =C} vs 3Ct — height vs size. Things measured upward from the
ground or on a scale take &LC}: 40| F£0}K (the mountain is high), 71
20| =0t (the temperature is high). A person’s height is size, so
English “tall” becomes 3Ct: 7|7} 712 O / 7|7 &0IR X.

2. H|MICL is for things; =Lt only for “price”. When the item is the
subject, only HIMTH works: 0] 7H#2 HIME O / 0] 72 E0IR X.
With 72 or 7} as the subject, both are fine: 7}0] HMR O / 714
0] =0t O (&Lt sounds a bit more formal, like news or reports).

3. Loud vs high-pitched. “The music is too loud” is 22|17} L|F 7{R.

22]7} =0t means the pitch is high. Don’t translate “the volume is
too high” word for word with 2.

M One step further

To compare sizes and prices, add EC}: E§A| 7} HA KL} H|MQ
(Taxis are more expensive than buses). To describe change, use -
OF/O{XIC}: 7|7} 0] FHF 0L (You've grown a lot), 277t E01&0R
(Prices have gone up).

M Practice

.SMO| MELCHF|I7E .

CEHAlE HAHELDE

ol ___stwof & 24012,

Ol HIX|= XMBte| LR ZH2 ALO|ZE HIH FM|K.
0] 7ht2 1002t Aojofle. M

Answers: 1 {2 - 2HIMSK - 350k - 4K - 5HIMR

O A WN R

The item is the subject: 0| 22 H|MWR. Also {/7120] H|MCE.

Typical pattern

Mountains, buildings, ceilings, temperature, fever, scores, pitch. Not for 40| =C}

7|20| =tt

240[ HMfCt
I 2

General size, clothes that are too big, loud sounds, and 7|7t 3Ctfortall 7|7} 3C}

=y

W Examples

22| #2717t M 578 To8.
My older brother is tall, so he’s good at basketball.
© M22 g7btuMe.
Seoul is expensive to live in.
© x 7120| o| EA|OIM I E0t8.
That building is the tallest in this city.
O ol Mat= 3Bk HME kot
These apples are big, but they’re not expensive.
© o] oM o Ztola.
| had a high fever, so | went to the hospital.
O w2714 20 BH7H S HINE.
The room is nice and big, but the rent is a bit expensive.

B Which one fits?

Sentence =C} Hll:‘}*i 3ct
2E2 7|20 ___ @) X X

o] 72 202t RlojollR. 4T __ . X @) x

o SM2 MECH7|7F__ . X X @)

Ol ME27tH0| & ___ O © X

O] AI2h2 Xohe|| LS __ . BF K| 22 H Lo X X ©

27?

© natural O possible /A awkward X wrong

B Watch out

X H = 717F =0t
OH &= 717t 711,

A person’s height is treated as size in Korean, so it’s always 7|7t 3L,
never 7|7} =L},

X O AlAlE U2 =0tR.
O ol MlAl= R HIMK.

When the item itself is the subject, “expensive” is H|MC} =Ct only works
with 7} (price) as the subject.

X 2o 227t HE 20tR. & 20 FMIK.
O 24227t R HR. & E0 FMK.
Loud is 2|7} 3Lk A2|7} &=Lt means the pitch is high, not the volume.
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